
Want to help save New Jersey’s horseshoe crabs? Get involved at returnthefavornj.org.

60,282 overturned 
crabs (70%)

3,515 crabs impinged 
on natural hazards (4%)

20,240 crabs impinged on 
manmade hazards (24%)

1,709 crabs stranded 
on overwashes (2%)

2018 Results

Steering Committee
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey
NJDEP Division of Fish and Wildlife
The Wetlands Institute
WHSRN Executive Office — Manomet

The Delaware Bay is host to the largest concentration of 
spawning horseshoe crabs on the Atlantic Coast. As their 
population struggles to recover from overharvest in the 
1990s, many crabs also face challenges when they spawn. 
When overturned by waves or stuck in rubble or other 
hazards they are at risk for predation and desiccation.

Since 2013, hundreds of volunteers, with the support of 
reTURN the Favor partners, have rescued stranded crabs 
in New Jersey, saving the lives of over 360,000 crabs and 
inspiring their friends and family to also take action.
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Horseshoe 
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100 
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Leaders

Partners
MW Consulting, Inc
Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River 
Friends of Cape May National Wildlife Refuge
The Nature Conservancy- New Jersey Chapter
New Jersey Audubon
Rutgers University

2,084
Volunteer
Hours     

698 
Rescue 
Walks

Fortescue/Raybins  19,019 Horseshoe Crabs Rescued

Dyer Cove  9,323

Moores Beach  8,366

East Point  7,891
Thompsons Beach  7,664

Reeds Beach  6,149

Villas Beach  6,064

Money Island  5,319

Gandys Beach  4,471

Sea Breeze  3,691

Sunray/Norburys  3,114

Highs Beach  1,225

Rutgers Beach  1,012

Goshen Beach  950

Pierces Point  407

Kimbles Beach  350

North Cape May  331

Bradford  211

Sow & Pig  166

Cooks Beach  18

Higbee  5

On 21 Beaches
in New Jersey

Beach by Beach
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Horseshoe Crabs: A Lunar Schedule
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Baking in the Sun & Trapped in Hazards 

Overturned crabs make up the majority of crabs rescued, 
but with over 20,000 crabs impinged in manmade 
hazards, the need for continued restoration is clear.

Spawning peaks on the full and new moons when the tide is 
its highest. Rescue data reflects this as the number of crabs 
rescued per walk is higher on the full and new moons. 

Volunteers Target 
Rescue Walks for 
Peak Spawning

www.returnthefavornj.org


