
over One Million 
Crabs Rescued

2023 Results 
Since 2013, hundreds of volunteers have rescued over 
a million stranded horseshoe crabs on the Delaware Bay 
beaches in New Jersey. This effort is helping the Delaware 
Bay horseshoe crab population recover from overharvest in 
the 1990s. reTURN the Favor volunteers also inspire their 
friends, family, and communities to help horseshoe crabs and 
take action to restore the beaches. 

Want to help save New Jersey’s horseshoe crabs? Get involved at returnthefavornj.org.

Cumberland 
and Cape May

Different Beaches 
Different problems

Steering Committee
The Wetlands Institute
WHSRN Executive Office — Manomet

Partners and Site Leaders
Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey
Friends of Cape May National Wildlife Refuge
The Nature Conservancy- New Jersey Chapter
New Jersey Audubon
NJDEP Fish and Wildlife

We extend our thanks to Orsted 
and private donors who provided

financial support.

119,795
Horseshoe Crabs
Rescued

2,521 
Volunteer

Hours     

606
Rescue Walks

106
Walk 

Leaders

In Cape May County the beaches are long and 
very sandy, and most of the crabs are rescued 
from being overturned. In Cumberland County, 
the beaches are more broken up by saltmarsh 
and where there is sand there is also lots of 
rubble and rip rap. 

Cumberland County
8 Beaches
9.5 Kilometers

43.4% 
Overturned

25.8% 
Man-made 

Impingements

19.8% 
Natural

Impingements

10.0% 
Natural Overwash

Cape May County
9 Beaches
17.2 Kilometers

2.7% 
Man-made 
Impingements

9.7% 
Natural

Impingements
2.3% 

Overwash

85.2% 
Overturned
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DYERS COVE: 
Erosion exposes new hazard

A lot can change in a year. The number 
of crabs impinged per walk dramatically 
increased at Dyers Cove in 2023 due to 
the exposure of a derelict bulkhead. Many 
hands were needed each day to keep the 
crabs safe!

www.returnthefavornj.org


